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NEWS RELEASE 
Date: 01/10/2022 
 
Clackamas County first responders begin the switch 
to a new digital emergency radio system 
 
On Tuesday, January 11, 2022, the Clackamas County Public Safety Radio 
Communications System will begin switching to a new digital emergency radio 
system that replaces the county's outdated, failing analog system. 
 
Why did the Clackamas County Public Safety Radio Communications System 
need to be replaced?  
 
The existing analog radio system that serves the majority of law enforcement and 
fire/EMS agencies in Clackamas County is outdated and at risk of failure. It was 
built in 2000, using technology from the early 1990s. Vendor support for the system 
ended in 2017. Technicians have been forced to search online auction sites and 
third-party vendors to obtain replacement parts. In some cases, they have had to 
take parts from other systems or borrow parts from neighboring public safety 
jurisdictions to keep the system functioning. 
 
How is this funded?  
 
In 2016, voters of Clackamas County approved Ballot Measure 3-476. Bond funds 
from this measure built the new digital radio system to replace the outdated analog 
system used by the multi-agency Clackamas 800 Radio Group (C800).  
 
What are the advantages of the new digital system?  
 
The new system is more reliable and will provide increased radio coverage 
throughout Clackamas County. 
 
The digital system also offers more security for first responders. Law dispatch 
channels will be on a 30-minute delay before they're streamed publicly. This will 
allow first responders to communicate during emergencies without fear of 
broadcasting information in real-time that could endanger them or the public.  For 
citizens using the PulsePoint application, there will be no change. 
 
How can you listen to the new digital system?  
 
Once the upgrade is complete, you will be able to listen online at Broadcastify.com 
or on your mobile device with the Broadcastify App. Broadcastify is a free streaming 
service for public safety, aircraft, rail, and marine-related communications. 
 
For more information on C800 and the Clackamas County Public Safety Radio 
Communications System upgrade project visit: C800.org 

C800 Partner Agencies 

Gladstone Fire 
Chief Rick Huffman Chair 

Aurora Fire 
Chief Josh Williams            

Canby Fire District 
Chief Jim Davis 

Canby Police 
Chief Jorge Tro – Vice Chair 

Clackamas Fire District #1 
Division Chief Michael 
Carlsen 

Clackamas County Sheriff 
Capt Robert Wurpes 

Colton Fire 
Chief Todd Gary 

Estacada Fire District 
Chief Ian O’Connor 

Gladstone Police 
Chief John Schmerber 

Hoodland Fire District 
Chief Jim Price 

Lake Oswego Fire 
Chief Don Johnson 

Lake Oswego Police 
Chief Dale Jorgenson 

Lake Oswego 
Communications / LOCOM 
Sue Scobert, Chair 

Milwaukie Police 
Chief Luke Strait 

Molalla Fire District 
Chief Vince Stafford 

Molalla Police 
Chief Chris Long 

Oregon City Police 
Chief Jim Band 

Sandy Fire District 
Chief Phil Schneider 

Sandy Police  
Chief Ernie Roberts 

TVFR 
Eric Kennedy 

West Linn Police 
Chief Peter Mahuna 

Clackamas County Health 
William Conway 

Clackamas 9-1-1 Dispatch 
CCOM  
Cheryl Bledsoe - Director 

C800 
John Hartsock, Manager 
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